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EDUCATION
PhD, Social and Political Sciences, European University Institute, Florence (2004–2009). Dissertation: Pension Reforms in Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe: Legislation, Implementation and Sustainability (Supervisor: Martin Rhodes).
MSc, European Political Economy (Transition), London School of Economics and Political Science (2002–2003, Distinction).
BSc, Economics and Trade, University of Trieste (1996–2001, 110/110 cum laude).
CURRENT POSITION
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Law and International Studies (SPGI), University of Padua (2023–present).
Director, Master in European Policies, Projects and Funding (MIE) (2025–present).
Former Assistant Professor (Tenure Track), University of Padua (2020–2023).
FORMER ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH POSITIONS
Postdoctoral Researcher, Scuola Normale Superiore, Faculty of Political and Social Sciences (2020).
Postdoctoral Researcher, Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies, DIRPOLIS Institute (2018–2020).
Senior Technical Officer (P4), International Labour Office, Governance and Tripartism Department, Geneva (2017–2019).
Assistant Professor, Centre for Welfare State Research, University of Southern Denmark (2013–2016).
RESEARCH INTERESTS
European economic governance and conditionality • Comparative political economy • Social and labour market reforms • Post-socialist welfare transformations • EU coordination and compliance.
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
Books:
Guardiancich, I. (2024). Economie e società di confine: Sviluppo, organizzazione e istituzioni della comunità slovena in Italia (1954–2020). Rome: Carocci.
1. Guardiancich, I. (2013). Pension Reforms in Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe: From Post-Socialist Transition to the Global Financial Crisis. New York: Routledge.
Journal Articles (2025–2026):
Battagliarin, R. & Guardiancich, I. (2025). Sectoral Patterns of Labour Market Reform: A Comparative Analysis of Seasonal Tourism in Spain and Italy. European Journal of Industrial Relations.
Borghetto, E., Quaglia, L. & Guardiancich, I. (2025). Reform Agendas in National Recovery and Resilience Plans: Partisan Politics and Domestic Usages of Europe. Journal of Common Market Studies.
Guardiancich, I., Borgognoni, E. & Tkalec, I. (2025). Unemployment Benefits in the EU: The Commission’s Approach. Journal of Common Market Studies.
Guardiancich, I. & Borgognoni, E. (2025). The Post-Socialist Neoliberal Agenda through the Prism of Europeanization in Social and Labour Market Policy. Journal of European Social Policy.
Guardiancich, I., Guidi, M., Borghetto, E. & Quaglia, L. (2025). Stronger Conditionality for Stronger Compliance? Analyzing the NGEU’s Effect on the Implementation of European Semester Recommendations. Journal of European Public Policy.
Guidi, M. & Guardiancich, I. (2025). Dismantling Labour Markets from Above: The Case of Wage Policy in the European Union. Socio-Economic Review.
Cabras, L., Borghetto, E., Quaglia, L. & Guardiancich, I. (2025, forthcoming). From Criticism to Pragmatism? The Impact of NGEU Funding on Party-Based Euroscepticism in Italy. Italian Political Science Review / Rivista Italiana di Scienza Politica.
Borgognoni, E., Guardiancich, I., Borghetto, E., Cabras, L. & Quaglia, L. (2026, forthcoming). Alignment and Asymmetry: European and National Crisis Governance under the Recovery and Resilience Facility. Policy and Society.
RESEARCH GRANTS AND PROJECTS
Principal Investigator, Socialising the European Semester through Formulation, Implementation and Evaluation (SocialESti) – STARS-CoG Grant, University of Padua (2022–2024, €120,000).
Head of Padua Unit, REPLAN-EU – Explaining the Formulation and Implementation of Recovery and Resilience Plans in Europe – PRIN (2023–2026, PI: L. Quaglia, €43,500).
Principal Investigator, Historical Development and Perspectives of the Slovenian Economy in Italy – Slovene Research Institute (SloRI) and Fondazione Polojaz (2018–2022, €20,000).
ACADEMIC SERVICE AND AFFILIATIONS
Co-Director, NEPOLS – Network of Experts on European Social Policy, University of Padua and University of Milan (2025–present).
Co-Coordinator, Standing Group on the European Union (SGUE), Italian Political Science Association – SISP (2022–present).
Member, Scientific Committee, Slovene Research Institute (SloRI), Trieste (2025–present).
Member, PhD Board in Social Sciences, University of Padua (2025–present).
SELECTED TEACHING AND SUPERVISION
University of Padua (2020–present): Global Social Policy and Human Security; Democratic Transitions in Central and Eastern Europe; Multilevel European Policies.
Visiting Professor, Université libre de Bruxelles (May 2025, Erasmus+).
Visiting Fellow, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (December 2024).
PhD Co-supervision: 
Eugenio Borgognoni, PhD in Political Science and Sociology, University of Siena (2025–present).
Emanuele Nebbia Colomba, PhD in Social and Economic Sciences, Sapienza University of Rome (2025–present).
AWARDS AND ACCREDITATION
Italian National Scientific Habilitation (ASN) – Full Professor, Political Science (2020–2032).
Premio Giovani Studiosi, Rivista Italiana di Politiche Pubbliche (2008).
